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only adorn but also raise the status of their sex and the
nation.
So long as considerations of caste and community
continue to weigh with us and rule our choice, women
will be advised to remain aloof and thereby build up their
prestige. The question is as to how best this can be done.
Today few women take part in politics and most of these
do not do independent thinking. They are content to carry
out their parents' or their husbands' behests. Realizing
their dependence, they cry out for women's rights. Instead
of doing this, however, women workers should enrol
women as voters, impart or have imparted to them prac-
tical education, teach them to think independently, release
them from the chains of caste that bind them so as to bring
about a change in them which will compel man to realize
woman's strength and capacity for sacrifice and give her
places of honour. If they will do this, they will purify the
present unclean atmosphere. So much for women.
As to men, they should consider it their duty to come
out of the impure atmosphere wherever it exists. They
will not be guided by considerations of caste and com-
munity if these are banished from their own minds. The
best and easiest way to achieve this is for both men and
women to stoop to conquer by becoming Harijans and that
too of the last class, i.e. bMngis or mehtars.
Where capable women have been left out men should
make amends. It is their duty to give such encouragement
to women as will enable them to outshine men. If both
parties act as suggested, the atmosphere will soon become
pure. Whether men do so or not, women's duty is, to my
mind, clear.
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